
Chasing after his brothers with a beaming smile on his face, two year old 
Malu Hunt is bursting with energy as he wanders around his backyard. 
Looking at him now, you’d never know that he’s adapting to his new life 
with half a functioning brain.
At 12 months of age Malu was diagnosed with infantile spasms  
– a rare type of epilepsy in children. Referred to the Neurology 
department at the Royal Children’s Hospital (RCH), Malu’s 
care team discovered that the right side of his brain was not 
developing properly. Finding little success through various 
medications, options to minimise the impact this condition 
was having on his developing brain were running out, so the 
RCH Neurology team offered one final solution –  
a hemispherotomy.
An extremely complex surgery, a hemispherotomy includes 
completely disconnecting one half of the brain, while 
leaving it inside the head. The only paediatric hospital in 
Victoria to take on this specific surgery, the RCH performs 
less than six hemispherotomies per year. 
After months of medications, tests and anxiously seeking a 
cure for his seizures, Malu’s parents, Morgan and Erin, were 
faced with the difficult decision – whether or not to have their 
one-year-old undergo invasive brain surgery. Considering 
all possible outcomes, they came to the decision that a 
hemispherotomy would give their toddler the best chance of a 
normal life, without the debilitating seizures that were impacting 
his development. 
On the day of his surgery, Erin and Morgan handed Malu over to the 
RCH Neurosurgery team. While the neurosurgeons worked tirelessly for 
12-hours, creating incisions to disconnect the right hemisphere in Malu’s 
brain, his family waited for what felt like the longest day of their lives. Just 
after 9.00pm, Erin and Morgan received the news that Malu’s surgery  
had gone well and the troublesome side of his brain had been 
successfully disconnected.
Malu spent the next four weeks at the RCH, working with the hospital’s 
rehabilitation team. Expected to make slow, steady progress, Malu 
exceeded his doctors’ expectations and began walking again less than 
one month after surgery. With the right side of the brain controlling the 
left side of the body, Malu had partial paralysis on his left side but is 
gaining strength and confidence and is hitting developmental milestones. 
Thanks to the incredible care at the RCH, Malu has been seizure-free 
since his surgery in July 2020. While his condition will be managed 
regularly over his life, he will continue to visit the RCH until he graduates 
to adult care. 
Thanks to your generous support, we can make a difference to children 
like Malu and support world-leading care at the RCH.
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Our little ambassador for  
the 2021 Good Friday Appeal

SOCIAL MeDIA 
Thank you for your support of  
The Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal.  
We’d love for you to celebrate and share the fun  
and activities of the community coming together  
to support the Appeal.

WHeRe TO FOLLOW US
www.facebook.com/goodfriappeal 
@GoodFriAppeal 
 
www.instagram.com/goodfridayappeal  
@goodfridayappeal 
 
www.twitter.com/goodfriappeal 
@GoodFriAppeal

www.youtube.com/RCHGFA 

www.linkedin.com/company/good-friday-appeal 

Tag us #goodfridayappeal #giveforthekids

DONATION INFORMATION 
Donate online at  
goodfridayappeal.com.au

ON GOOD FRIDAY
Online: goodfridayappeal.com.au
Call: 1300 APPEAL (1300 277 325)  
Phones open 9am to midnight

TALLY UPDATeS
Keep an eye on our social media pages  
for regular tally updates on Good Friday.

PLeASe GIVE FOR tHe KIDS



goodfridayappeal.com.au goodfridayappeal.com.au

TOTAL DONATIONS 

$18,200,000

HOW YOUR DONATION 
SUPPORTS THe RCH 
RESEARCH
Investing in world-class research teams that push the 
boundaries of paediatric medicine.

EQUIPMENT & TECHNOLOGY 
Funding progressive, state-of-the-art equipment and 
technology that helps the hospital improve the quality of 
health care provided to patients.

EDUCATION & TRAINING 
Fostering staff excellence through investment in 
education programs, scholarships and fellowships.

PATIENT & FAMILY CARE 
Supporting patients and their families to ensure they are 
considered and included each step of their relationship 
with the Hospital.

IN ANY GIVeN YeAR 
AT THe RCH
87,081 patients present to the emergency department
335,402 outpatient appointments are scheduled
15,121 elective and emergancy surgeries are performed
46,855 children are admitted to the wards and day 
medical centre

DURING 2020 AT THe RCH
46,056 COVID-19 swabs were taken

107,754 Telehealth appointments were performed

$1.5M
RAISED BY  
RCH  
AUXILIARIES

$790K
RAISED BY  
WOOLWORTHS  
TEAM & CUSTOMERS

$701K
RAISED THROUGH  
THE GOOD FRIDAY 
APPEAL RAFFLE

$670K
RAISED BY  
RUN FOR  
THE KIDS

$646K
RAISED BY  
VIRTUAL  
TIN SHAKE

$250K
DONATED BY  
BUNNINGS

$213K
RAISED BY  
NEIL’S WHEEL

$135K
RAISED BY  
PIED PIPERS

$94K
RAISED BY  
ELIZABETH 
MURDOCH 
COLLEGE

$51K
RAISED BY  
UNCLE BOBS  
CLUB

2020
GOOD FRIDAY APPeAL SNAPSHOt90 YeARS OF GIVING

This year the Good Friday Appeal celebrates 90 Years 
of Giving for the Kids. From modest beginnings in 1931, 
when a small group of sportsmen and writers for the 
Sporting Globe, a Herald & Weekly Times publication, 
got together with the idea to run a sports carnival to 
raise funds for sick children, to the wonderful  
tradition that evolved into the Good Friday Appeal we 
know today.
The Good Friday Appeal brings people together from 
all parts of the community to raise funds for The 
Royal Children’s Hospital (RCH) and it’s thanks to our 
generous community of donors, volunteers, fundraisers 
and supporters, that the Appeal has now raised $381 
million for the Hospital which has helped it to grow and 
be at the forefront of paediatric care.
Our 90th Appeal brings an opportunity to celebrate 
‘The People’s Appeal’, inspire the community and 
continue the legacy of giving into the future.

GOOD FRIDAY APPeAL FAST FACTS
• The Good Friday Appeal is the largest fundraiser

for The Royal Children’s Hospital

• Every year the community is incredibly generous
either as a volunteer, donor, supporter or fundraiser

• Money raised from the Good Friday Appeal goes
towards funding state-of-the-art equipment,
ground-breaking research and staff excellence
to ensure The Royal Children’s Hospital remains
world class

• During extraordinary circumstances in 2020,
the Appeal raised an incredible $18,200,000

• More than $381 million has been raised for the
benefit of sick children since the Appeal 
began in 1931

• The Appeal sends heartfelt thanks to the
entire community - Victoria and beyond
- for continuing to donate and believing
in our cause for over 90 years to help
The Royal Children’s Hospital become
a world-class hospital.

KeY DATeS AND eVeNTS 
Tuesday, 23 February 2021
GOOD FRIDAY APPEAL RAFFLE
Be in the draw to win one of 10 fantastic prizes - a 
Mazda CX-9, Majestic Caravan, TEMPUR Mattress 
Package, WISH Gift Cards or a Family Tech Pack  
from Telstra. On sale now with winners drawn at 
9.30pm on Good Friday.  

VIRTUAL TIN SHAKE
Get ready to shake, shake, shake for the Good Friday 
Appeal! We’ve gone virtual again with our popular 
collection containers so you can fundraise for the  
kids online. Start your own tin, or find one to donate to.

Friday, 2 April 2021
TELETHON & NIGHT SHOW, From midday
A jam packed, daytime telethon followed by a live night 
show featuring entertainment from some of Australia’s 
best entertainers, telecast on Channel 7.

GFA CHARITY HOUSE AUCTION, 2pm
A luxurious 4 bedroom home from Henley in 
Villawood’s Rathdowne estate in Wollert will be sold at 
a No Reserve auction on Good Friday, with proceeds 
donated to The Royal Children’s Hospital.

AFL KICK FOR THE KIDS, 4.20pm
North Melbourne Football Club take on the Bulldogs at 
Marvel Stadium. Family activities will take place around 
the venue, plus at half time, in a bid to raise funds for 
the Good Friday Appeal. 

A BIG THANKS  
TO THe FOLLOWING:


